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Rebirth of the Renaissance

LEBANON -

Many people wish they were
back in the “good old days” when
gas cost two dollars a gallon. Some
people, however, do bring the past
into the present, a past long before
gas was ever an issue: the medieval
15th century — The War of the
Roses.

Brian Caton, a resident of
Lebanon, Maine, is one of those
people, a medieval re-enactor,
a knight in shining armor. “Sir
Brian,” as he is called in the fighting
ring, performs live steel combat
demonstrations at Renaissance fairs,

much like the Maine Ren Faire that
used to be held in Lebanon.

Caton belongs to a medieval
re-enactor group called the Neville
Companye (www.nevillecompanye.
com), which was founded by John
Ramsden of Pittston, Maine. The
Neville Companye is the only
chapter of the British Plate Armour
Society (www.britishplate.org) in
the United States. Caton’s interest
in the medieval period began ten
years ago when he was a vendor
at the Kelmscott Farms Faire in
Lincolnville, Maine. It was there
that he met Ramsden, or ““Sir John,”
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and joined Ramsden’s company.

Since then, Caton has studied
the history of the War of the Roses,
learning about period clothing and
mannerisms, as well as creating
his own armor. The knights of the
Neville Companye portray the 15th
century military unit of Sir Richard
of Neville, Earl of Warwick. They
practice period fighting techniques,
adding humorous dialog to the
performance. The company is
contacted often to perform in fairs
all over New England.

It’s not just men who have
fun at the re-enactments. Female
members also dress in period garb
and may display weaving, pottery or
other aspects of 15th century living.
However, women are not restricted
to traditional female roles in the
contemporary Neville Companye.
If they wish to take part in combat,
they can assume the male persona of

a knight or soldier.

The Neville Companye is also
open to teenagers. The medieval
group offers an active outlet in
which to learn history. And no, the
kids don’t play with swords. They
play the roles of squires who are
assigned to help the knights. While
training for sword fighting, they use
modern-day “boffers” — a length of
PVC piping, padded with foam and
secured with duct tape. The timeless
values of chivalry are emphasized
and instilled in each member of the
medieval group —discipline, respect,
honor and hard work.

Sir Brian, Sir John and the
rest of the Neville Companye are
performing this weekend, August 2
& 3, at the new Maine Renaissance
Faire, at the Treasure Equestrian
Center in Manchester, Maine
on August 2 & 3, 2008 (www.
mainerenfaire.com).
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Sir Brian (left) and Sir John (right) at
the Kids Day Fair in Augusta held on
June 28th, 2008. (Courtesy photo)
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completion of the effort, to actually
see the story that you envisioned
in your mind.” Hrehovcik runs the
Kennebunk Art Studio, has written
for the York County Coast Star
newspaper and The Tourist News,
and is also a playwright.

Filming began in several
Massachusetts locations in June,
and the filmmakers hope to
complete filming in August. 27
Down will be presented to theaters
in Massachusetts when it’s finished,
in the hopes of finding a distributor.
Judy Coleman is the producer, and
wife of director Depew.

Wild Beagle Films is based out
of North Andover, Massachusetts
and can be found online at www.
wildbeagleproductions.com.
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